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Dean Six, 


Think myſelf indebted to any Occaſion 
that reſtores you to a Friend, whom 1 

” feared you had long forgotten. But, I 
confeſs, at the ſame time, that the Pleaſure of 
hearing from you, after a Silence of ſeveral Years, 
; is, in ſome meaſure, damped by the Cenſure that 
ſeems to conſtitute the chief Intent of your 
Letter. 


* : 
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You tell me, that you lately 3 upon 
ſome Papers that were entitled The FARMER'3 


| LETTERS, Sc. which were imputed to me 


us the Auth. And, after ane Complimetys 
on Spirit, and Genius, and fo forth, in order to 
palliate, as I ſuppoſe, what you purpoſed to ad- 
miniſter ; you charge me, by Implication, with 
Crimes, whoſe ſmalleſt Tendency I ſhould abhor 
in myſelf, as in Wy Man RG | 
11181 » 

Vou ws 223 TEE for your own n Die 
poſition, that you have long looked on the Roman- 


Catholics of theſe Kingdoms as a diſcountenanced 


and pitiabl People. That you would chooſe to 
allow to others the ſame Latitude of Conſcience 
that you like for yourſelf. That it is not a Part 
of Humanity to break a Reed already bruiſed. 


| That ſuch a Treatment would be blameable re- 


. fpeQing any Individual; how much more fg, in 
Prejudice of a whole People. That thoſe Papers' 
are Painted with a Keennefs of Enmity, for which 
the Talents, which you are pleaſed to aſcribe, 
cannot ſufficiently. apologize. And, that you 
did not think me capable of exaſperating Go- 


vernment and Power againſt a Set of Men who 


were 


. 


— — 


* 
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Aecufations, - however tempered by Expreſſions 
of Kindneſs and Affection from the Man whom 
AE amg 
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were already under the Diſpleaſure and Depreſ- 
flow 4 21 1 428 


Theſe, 3 anda and heavy 


But, i banned of — 18 
ty, called Ill-nature, is not my Characteriſtic. 
F would not exchange one Grain of Gaod-Heart 


for all the Wit ef a C———4 or Comprehen- 


ſion of a P—4, independent ef their Virtue. 
And I may ſay, with great Truth, that an Ex- 


ceſs of Humanity hath- occaſioned all the Mir 


fortunes and . of wy Life. 


I moft Glenn a aſſure you that, when I wrote 
thoſe Letters, F was in perfect Love and Charity 
with every Roman-Catholic in the Kingdom of 
Ireland. I knew that they were a depreſſed 
People. Thad long pitied them as ſuch, I was 
ſenſible that the Laws, under which they ſuffer- 
ed, had been enifted; by our Anceſtors, when 
the Impreſſions of Hoſtility were freſh and 


warm, and when Paſſton, if I may venture to 


{lay 
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ay ſo, . cooperated, in ſome Meaſure, with 


Utility and Reaſon. I will go a Step further. 
I thought thoſe Laws not ſevere enough to ſup- 


preſs them as Enemies, nor yet ſufficiently favour- 
able to attach them.to-us as Friends. They were 


not. ſo :cruel. as, wholly, to ſerve for quelling; 
and yet they had a Poignancy that might tend 
to provoke. And all this I imputed to the Re- 
ſentment that was blended with the Humanity 
of our Anceſtors. Their Humanity left to Pa- 


piſts a Power of hurting, while their Reſent- 


ment abridged the Inducements that might en- 


gage them to ſerve us. 


Believe me, Sir, I never was of a cruel or 


perſecuting Diſpoſition. I was grieved to ſee 


the Diſcouragements under which the Roman- 


Catholics of this Kingdom laboured, but theſe 
very Diſcouragements made me fear them the 


more. 


Previous to the Letters, which you cenſure 
o warmly, a dangerous Rebellion had broken 
out in Scotland, in conſequence of a French-In- 
vaſion that was headed by a Popiſn- Pretender 
to the Throne. Be pleaſed to remember, (if 
1 
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it is not too mortifying a Recollection for a free- 
born Briton) the Pannic into which all Eugland 
was ſtruck by a few Scotch Vaſſals, undiſciplined, 
and unactuated by any Motive of Liberty or 
Virtue, fave the Virtue of being attached to 
their Laird or their Leader. Millions of Engliſh 
at that time, ſunk in the Down of a long Peace, 
and enervated by miniſterial Corruption and 
Venality, feared that a Handful of' Highlanders 
would win their Way to London, and, at one 
Stroke, put a Period to the boaſted Strength and 
Grandeur ww the r Connie: 


I was aſtoniſhed at the Apprehenſions 4 : 
England was under from ſo contemptible an Ar- 
mament. ' But, I deemed the Caſe of Ireland 
to be highly alarming. The Roman-Catholics, 
at that time, out-numbered us Five to One. 
They were diſarmed, it is true, but I was not 
equally fure that they had Reaſon to be recon- 
ciled. As they were not admitted to realize 
their Fortune, it conſiſted of ready Money, and 
that gave ready Power. As they were not per- 
mitted to purchaſe, or accept a Tenure of any 
valuable Length ; Loyalty, perhaps, might .in- 
duce them to fight for their King, but where 


was 
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bende of Opinion, ſhould prove a real Cauſe 


- SS 
was the Stake to impel them to fight for a Coun- 
try in which they had no Inberitence? Without 
an Intereſt in Lands, they had little to loſe by 
any Change of Eſtate, Without a Loan lodged 


with Government, they had the Iſs to loſe by . 
a ge of . 8 


I cannot ks dow + Adin. or mere Dif- 


of Quarrel among Men; though it often ſerves 
as a Word of Mar, or a Term whereby to give 


Notice for Onſet. On the contrary, J had ob- 


ſerved that wherever People are united by Iu- 
tereſt, though of a' thouſand oppolite Sects, Per- 
ſuaſions and Profeſſions, they never fail to join 
in the Maintenance and Defence of common 


Rig bis. 


I., therefore, did not fear the Roman Caubolics 
as having a different Religion, but, as having 
an Intereſt that was different from the Intereſt 
of Proteſtauts. Were they a Compound of all 
the Follies, Abfurdities, and ContradiQtions that 
ever were generated by Monſter- bearing Super- 
ſtition, had their Intereſt bound them to us, I 
ſhould not have feared their Fralty. 


But 


Aa 
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But this was not the Caſe. The French In- 
vaſion of Great Britain, was headed by a Per- 
ſon who was, by Birth, Education, Principle, 
and Intereſt, an Enemy to the Freedom and 
Rights of a Conſtitution that was eſtabliftioc on 
the Diſpoſſeſſion of tis Anceſtors; ànd hé was, 
conſequently, an Enemy to the general Change, 


of Privilege and Property, that enſued on ſaid 
Eſtabliſhment. The ſaid Change, as we all 
know, was to the Diſadvantage of Romun-Ca- 
tholics. Had the Invader prevailed ; a Change 
would, again, have enſued, in their Favour. 
Men, naturally, wiſtr Suceeſs to an Event from 
wherce they propoſe Benefit. And it is as 
natural for them to act conformable to * 
Willen „ils „ lie e ene, 
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Had PW \ Catholics 3 dolſelled of an un- 
di Property, along with the other Li- 
berties, Bleſſings, and .Enzoyments, which they 
derived, in, common with us, from the Eſta- 
bliſhent at the Revolution, no ſpiritual or 
temporal Power on Earth could have tempted 
them to permit, much leſs to wiſh, a Change 
WES B | of 


Goes, 
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of a Conſtitution whoſe Equal ay could not 
find e Earth. 


0 as. "this was vey far — 8 the Fad, 
1 feared, that: Intereft might prove an Incentive 


to Dire, and Deſire, equally, prove an Incen- 


tive to Action, and, I am not aſhamed to con- 


feſs, that my Expectations were greatly, though 
happily, diſappointed, by the Steadineſs of their 
peaceful U * Demeanour on that n 


e 


8 bete * at the Time that I 
wrote -thoſe Papers, which have given you fo 
much Offence, I looked upon the Pupiſs of this 


Kingdom, by the Patronage of Fraxce and Spain, 


by their Numbers, by their Wealth, and by 
their Union with each other, to be vaſtly ſupe- 
rior to Iriſh Proteſtants, in Power, and my Spirit 
of Oppoſition roſe, in proportion to my. Idea 
of their Ability, But, neither then, before, nor 
ſince, did I ever mean to excite any Action, or 
Intention, againſt the Weak, or the Oppreſied, 
the Fallen, or the AﬀiQed. | 


When 
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When Brutus unſheathed the reluctant Sword 
of Freedom againſt his Friend, Humanity myſt 


ſuppoſe that his Heart was wrung with Com- 


punction, while his Country enjoined and im- 
pelled the Blow. 


But, farther, Sir, there is a very wide Diffe- 
rence between a Popiſh Regency, and a Popilh 
People. The whole Intent, and Virulence, as 
you call it, of my Papers, is pointed and level- 
led againft the One, but not a Syllable uttered, 
from end to end, againſt the Other. A Popiſh 
Regency, in Temporals, alike, as in Spirituals, 
I held to be, by Principle, an arbitrary and op- 
preſſive Government. But I held a Popiſh People 
to be, of all People, the moſt amenable and 
ſubmiſhve to Rulers, whatever the Form or 
Nature of that State may be, under which they 
ſhall happen to be ſubjected. And, on this 


very Account, I dreaded them the more, ſhould 


they become paſſive Inſtruments in the Hand 
of a EE: | 


To apply a ſure Teſt to the Propriety, or Im- 
propriety, of my Apprehenſions, at the Period 
B 2 when 
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when I wrote the Farmer's Letters; let us ſup- 


poſe, that no one of the Penal-Laws, which 
were inſtituted during the Reign of her Majeſty 
Queen Anne, had yet paſſed into Form; but 
that Matters had remained i in the ſame Situation, 


in which the Monarch, of humane, as well as 


glorious Memory, had left this unhappy People. 
Well, what would have been the Conſequence? 
Would-  Papiſts, in that Caſe, have been leſs 


amenable to the Government, by which they 


had been favoured, ſupported and cheriſhed ? 
Would they have been the forwarder to bring 
Damage and Deſtruction on a Country, becauſe 
their own Intereſt was connected therewith, and 
the Fortunes of their Poſterity depoſited there- 
in? Would they have been the readier to at- 
tempt the Overthrow of our beneficent Conſti- 


tution, becauſe they enjoyed the Privileges and 


Advantages thereof? No, Sir, 5. The Ab- 
ſurdity of the Suppoſition is incluſive of the An- 
ſwer. Had this been the Caſe, the Farmer's 
Letters would not have exiſted to have cauſed 
the Renewal of our Acquaintance. 


I have read and noted many Inſtances, in 
"ip States and Commonwealths, where Liberty, 
when 
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when fermented into Licentiouſneſs; hath occa- 


ſioned many partial Struggles for Power, many 
Broils and Factions, and much Diſturbance to 


the Community. But, very few are the In- 


ſtances of the Inſurrection of any People, who 
have not been goaded thereto by Severity and 


Oppreſſion. The inoffenſive Stag grows for- 


midable, when at Bay. The Worm turneth 
not, till it receiveth a Cruſh, ME 


I forget the Book, though I remember the 
Paſſage, where a Prince demanded of his favou- 
rite Miniſter, what he ſhould do with a Num- 
ber of the Commons and Nobility, whom he 
had ſuppreſſed and taken Captive in the Act of 
Rebellion? The Miniſter anſwered, Put them, 
and their Adberents, inſtantly to Death. No, re- 
plied the Prince, that were an A& of ſuch 
Bloodſhed and Barbarity, as neither Fear nor 


Revenge ſhall perſuade me to perpetrate. Then, 


grant them all free Pardon, rejoined the Miniſter. 
How, ſaid the Prince, muſt Rebellion go, alto- 
gether, unpuniſhed? There is no Medium 
that can aſſure your Safety, anſwered the Mi- 
niſter. You muſt, either, pull this Party whol- 
ly up by the Root, ſo as to leave no Fibre from 

2 whence 
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whence future Enmity may grow; or, elſe, you 
muſt change that Enmity into Friendſhip, by 
binding their Gratitude to your Perſon and In- 
tereſt, ; with the kindlieſt of all Connections, 
that of your Goodneſs. and Favour. A partial 
Puniſhment will be too little for your Safety. A 
partial Pardon will not be enough. You muſt 
either wholly annihilate their Power, by their 
Death ; or derive Strength to yourſelf, from that 
Power, by their Friendſhip. 


By difarming our Enemies, the utmoſt we 
can hape, is, to render them impotent. The 
Diminution of ther Power adds nothing to our 
own, Repentance is never ſo permanent or ſin- 
cere, as when preceded by Pardon; and Favour 
is, as the polar Attraction, to Inclination. Is 
there a Man whoſe Love and Gratitude you 
deſire to engage? Common Senſe will direct 
you to do him a Benefit. Would you bind him 
to your Service with Hoops of Steel? You 
muſt make it his Intereſt, as well as his Duty, 
to befriend you. 


It is, by no means, my Intention to arraign 
either the Wiſdom or good Policy of our Fore- 
| fathers, 


[15 ] 
fathers. - But, all Men are, in ſome Degree, 
fallible, as well in the / congregate, as in the 
individual; and the Shrewd may err as much, 
by over- reaching their Aim; as the —_ 
by — ſhort, or TOO from 4 


But, had a abt Dees, add a bundied Ce- 
* compoſed the Senate of our Anceſtors, at 
the Time that thoſe Penal- Laus were enacted. 
Had thoſe Laws been ever ſo wiſe and ſo juſt, 
ſo wholeſome and neceſſary, and well ſuited to 
the Seaſon; is that a Reaſon that they ſhould 
continue ſo, to the End of Time? In a World, 
where nothing is permanent; where Modes, 
Manners, Principles, and Practice are at a Flux; 
where Life is uncertain, and all it contains 
changeable; Nature and Reaſon will conform 
to Situation and Circumſtance ; and where Cau- 


ſes have ceaſed, in any Degree; the Conſequences 
ought to ceaſe, in the ſame Proportion. 


It is not now with Rome as it was in the Days 
when Princes held her Steed, and Emperors 
her Stirrup. The Kings of the Earth have, 
pretty clearly, reſumed her Uſurpations and 
Acquiſitions of temporal Dominion. It is not 


now, 
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now, as it was when ſhe cried Peace! and it 
became Peace; or when the Breath of her Man- 
date kindled the Nations to Battle. Even his 


Folineſs is, now, but a poor limited Prince, pent 


up within his little Italian Demeſne. If ſome few 
ſtill acknowledge to hold of his Authority; it 
is a Homage of Words, and not of Facts; 
they will not acknowledge to hold of his Power. 
He is reſtored to the quiet and_unehvied Poſſeſ- 
ion of all the Lordſhip and Intereſt he can ac- 
quire in Heaven. But the Sceptre, even of his 
ſpiritual Dominion upon Earth, is, of late, as 
I take it, moſt wonderfully ſhortened. _ 


Matters are much altered with the eccleſiaſ- 
tical World, even ſince I wrote the Letters that 
have rouſed your Spleen, Whether it be 
through a Decline of the Romiſb Religion, in 
particular; or, poſhbly, through a Decline of 
all Religion, in general; the pontifical and epiſ- 
copal Dictatorſhip and Authority are wofully 
fallen, from the Chair of Infallibility, where 
they had been ſeated by - Opinion. The Sons 
of the moſt bigotted Anceſtors do now perceive, 
that Piety and Immorality are not rightly con- 
ſiſtent. And even the vulgar and ignorant, 


among 


( 17 ] 
among the Roman Laity, would grumble at de- 
parting from an Inch of their Property, though 
the Prieſt ſhould adviſe, and the Pope, himſelf, 
ſhould enjoin it. 


But, Sir, if the Change of Times, and Prin- 
ciples, Situation, and Circumſtances ; if the 
Change of every Cauſe. that produced thoſe 
penal Laws, have not availed for a Change 
of Conſequences ; for ſome Mitigation or Abate- 
ment of their Rigour, toward theſe my un- 
happy Brethren, the Roman-Catholics of Ireland; 
If no Argument, I ſay, that is taken from 
Changes, may avail for the Purpoſe, I will 
take' one from Permanence and Duration itſelf, 
that ſhall ſtrike Light and Conviction to the 
Eye of every Beholder; that Power may gaine 
ſay, but cannot refute; that Malevolence may 
diſpute, but never can anſwer. 


About ſix Generations have now paſſed away, 
according to the Rates of Purchafe and Eſti- 
mate of the Life of Man, ſince theſe People 
have offended in Word or in Deed. No Riot- 
ings have been heard in their Houſes, :no Com- 
plainings in their Streets, they have been ſilem 
C | and 


[ 18 ] 
and harmleſs as Sheep before their Sheerers. 
Our Parties, Factions, and InfurreQtions, as they 
are merrily ſtiled in England, have been all a- 


mong ourſelves ; this People were neither Ac- 
tors nor Partakers therein. They have offered 


themſelves to our Fleets, and to our Armies ; 
to tend our Perſons, to till our Grounds, to hew 
our Wood, and to draw our Water. Where 
we admit them to fight for us, they have ever 
proved valiant ; where we admit them to. ferve 


us, they are found loving, obſervant, and faith- 


ful. Temptations have come to their Doors and 
called them forth ; the Contagion of Rebellion 
hath broken out among their Neighbours; they 


have yet remained quiet, and continued un- 


tainted ; ſtill loyal to their Sovereign, amenable 


to Government, and ſubmiſſive to Law, through 


a long and. trying Succeſſion of about ſeventy 


Years, they have. ſcarce. appeared to repine in 


the midſt of their Calamities. 


When I look back on the. querulous and reſt- 
leſs Nature of Man : When I trace the human 
Propenſities through the Records of Ages and 
Nations: In all the Hiſtories of thoſe States 


who 
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who had leaſt Cauſe of Complaint: Through- 
out the Commonwealths of Aſia minor, the Ar- 
chipelago, the Grecian Continent, Italy, the Iſlands 
of the Mediterranean, &c. where the RIGHTS 
OF NATURE, under Forms of various Infti- 
tution, were ASSERTED BY LIBERTY AND 
GUARDED BY LAW: Where the ASSU- 
RANCE OF PROPERTY gave moſt REASON 
FOR CONTENT : I can find but few Inſtances 
of any People who, through ſuch a Length of 
Time, have continued firm and unſhaken, in 


an uninterrupted Loyalty and Submiſſion to Go- 
vernment. | | 


What, then, do we look for further ? What 
Proofs do we yet require, of Peacefulneſs and 
Attachment at the Hands of theſe our Bre- 
thren? Is no Petiod to be put to their State 
of Probation? Muſt they for ever keep out 
upon Quarantine, without Harbour or Hopes 
of Reſt or Reconciliation? That were hard, 


indeed. 


If it is Revenge that we ſeek, they have, 
already, ſuffered enough, not for their own 
| C 2 Faults, 


20 
Faults, but for the Hoſtility of their Forefathers. 
If we ſeek our Safety, alone; let us chace them, 
at once, from Country and Community; or put 
an End to our domeſtic Fears, by giving them 
Cauſe to defend us. 

Indeed, Sir, neither common Senſe, nor Senſe 
of any Kind, can poſſibly ſuppoſe, That Acts 
of Kindneſs which have been, from the Begin- 
ning of the World, the Cement of Friendſhip 
to all other People, ſhould prove the reverſe 
to theſe People alone. 


Had they been to us, as the Swallow, in Au- 
tumn, who forſakes all Connections on the Ap- 
proach of Inclemency, I ſhould never have 
pleaded for any Confidence in them. But a 
People, who, through a Winter of ſeventy 
Years Continuance, have never failed, or for- 
ſaken, or given us Cauſe of Offence, ſurely 
merit ſome Conſideration, ſome grateful and 
chearing Ray to warm them to a Senſe that Pra- 
teftants are not, by choice, of a cruel, unfor- 
giving, and malevolent Nature. | 


Laſtly, 
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| Laſtly, Sir, as I know you to be a Gentleman | 
of a communicative Diſpoſition, and that you 
were, formerly,_ fond of exhibiting the Senti- 
ments of ſome of your Friends; ſhould you 
impart this Letter to any of your popiſh Ac- 
quaintance, I doubt they might be apt to give 
me more Thanks than I am conſcious I deſerve. 
It is, therefore, but commonly honeſt, to ad- 
vertiſe you, and them, that while I write in the 


favour of Papiſis, the Intereſt of Proteſtants is 
never out of my Eye. 


When I thought your Fayourites moſt for- 
midable, I ſhewed I did not fear them. And, 


now, that I think them impotent, let them not 
think I flatter. 


What I have, hitherto, hinted, is but a nar- 
row -Opening to the Concerns and Intereſts of 
an unhappy Country, whereof I have the Miſ- 
fortune to be a helpleſs, though loving, Mem- 
ber. To promote the Advantage of Ireland, 
in any Reſpect, would be, to me, the cardinal 
Point of the whole Compaſs of my Ambition. 


And 
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And a ſubſequent Letter may ſnew, how far 
my Obſervations relate to the Decline, or Proſ- 
perity, of my Country, whenever you confer 
the Pleaſure of an Anſwer, on 


Dear Sir, 


Your truly affeftionate, &c, 
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By the Aut bur of the foregoing Letter. 


A FIRST and SECOND / 


LETTER 


FROM 
L I B E R T * 
AND 
COMMON-SENSE 
TO THE 


People of IRELAND. 


Wherein.the Conftitution of this Kingdom, with 


the Rights of the People, are ſet forth and 
aſſerted ; Reaſons are aſſigned for rejecting a 
UNION, and diſapproving a certain MOTION 
made in P T ; and the Nature of LI- 
BERTY, with the ſeveral Degrees of Slavery 


to which a Nation may be gradually ſubjected, 
are clearly explained. 


By the ſame Author, 


PROPOSAL for the Reſtoration of PUB- 


LIC-WEALTH and CREDIT in [RE- 
LAND. 


Sold by the Publiſher hereof. 


* 


Puft Publiſhed, 


By Par, Lonp, Bookſeller, at the Angel and 
Bible, in Cook-ſtreet, 


[Price a Britiſh Shilling] 


N ESS A on the Antient and Modern 
STATE of IRELAND, 


With the various important Advantages thereunto 
derived, under the auſpicious Reign of his 


moſt ſacred . King GEORGE the Se- 
cond. 


At ſaid Place ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 
[Price 18. 7d. half. ſewed, or 28. 2d. bound] 
"HE COMPLEAT GENTLEMAN: 

or, A Deſcription of the ſeveral Qualifica- 


tions, both natural and acquired, that are neceſ- 
fary to form a Great Man. Written originally 


in Spaniſh by - BALTHASAR GRATIAN. Tran- 


ſlated into Engliſb by T. SALKELD. 


Gratian's Complete Gentleman (aid: a \ celebrated 
Genius of this Kingdom) 1s penned in ſuch a 
maſterly Manner, the Sentiments delivered 
with ſo much Dignity and Accuracy, and the 
Train of Ideas fo beautifully conneCted, that, 
to render it of public Uſe and Benefit, nothing 
is wanting but to peruſe it ſeriouſſy, and find, 
as you read, that you are gradually riſing to 
more than the Title ſets forth, a great and a 
good Man, 


N. B. This Work will be fold by moſt of the 
Bookſellers in Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Maler- 
Ford, &c. 


